Discover The Coming Decade 


$: ui 
Life is a Joke 


Beyond Survival: How To Be 
Triumphant In The 1990's 


"No one ever said moving or temporarily 
AAA HH vee relocating was easy. With all that you've 
Fi H had to do to get ready for your move, 
ТВ. the last thing ме want you to worry 
about is receiving your mail at your new 

address. We know that forms can be 

confusing, but if you'll take a few 

moments to read the instructions on the 

inside of this flap and follow the advice, 

we'll take special care to ensure that 
your mail is properly forwarded. The 

U.S. Postal Service is committed to 

giving superior service and 
we want to carry on that 

* tradition at your new 

7 address" Best wishes! 

Ы 


Postmaster General 


Welcome te the new кё 
Life is a Joke. I've moved 
twice since the 


" n NÉXT Iv, 
publication of the last one БОА 
B б R 
Itis an experience. күсе 


Inspiring. 


Thanks tc all who helped with my life... 
Joe Franke: 


18320 Napa St. #2 i RESIDENT : 


Dedicated to Angela... 


Here | am, once again, like an infinite amount of times 
before. ШШ thinking. Holding an empty court in the corner 
of the living room. | am not usually in the living room. 
Normally, you'll find me in the "dying room’ -my bedroom. 


2 Miracles таг Are WASERTING , . 


We m : 
HE MIRACLE OF бый юрри ка MIRACLE of 
OMEowE “ 


THINGS THAT MicHT BE A DRAG... 


е ToiLETS WoRKEY PERMANENT Acne, 
9 


جن 


I've got this indentation in the middie of my chest. Large. 
About enough that one could put part of his/her fist in. Had 
it since | was very young. "The Hole," we called it. Figured it 
out a while back. It's where my heart would have been. 


You? NEARY. 


Two friends and | were diving to a сспсегі The place was 
in Hellywocd on Hcltywood boulevard, we didn't know where g 
exactly l'm ın the front passenger seat looking at buildings А 
billbcerd catches my eve Thereisa woman on it. Nota 
woman s picture on it. but an actual woman standing atop this 
billboard İ point this out to my friends. We agree that this 
жогап is probably about to commit suicide. We try to park the 
car As we're circling around. | can t take my eyes off this 
mart abe it to аме to her death 

S'ew ps She falls through my limited scope of vision 
many stories up Damn. | say | lust saw a woman kill herself 
We park. As I'm walking to the club with my friends. | can't 
step thinking about this death | have witnessed ! accept it with 
a piacidinevitablity. Nevertheless. fuck 

Yee turn the cerner In front of us is a film crew and one of 
those inflatable bag-things stunt people dive into. The woman 
is neither dead nor hurt andis standing nearby 

What if the club wasn't where it was. and we passed it on 
by? i would have spent the rest cf my life thinking | saw 
scemeone die before my eyes How about that? | guess that's 
Hollywcod 


D, 


Ihe Сһашег 
Was riding the bus into the San Fernando Valley on 

Thursday afternoon. The bus was empty excluding the driver 

and I. | was the only passenger on the bus. | had my own 

driver! This bus costs tens of thousands of dollars... style. My 

chauffer. | had my chauffer take me to the comer of 

Mason and Devonshire where | would get out and walk a 

mile and a half or so fo transfer. | needed the air. “Thanks,” | 

said, "The rest of the day Is yours." 


We got in the car. 

I'd stepped in dogshit on the way in. 
It was indeed a terrible smell. 
Managed to get it out of there 

with loose napkins 

not the smell 

that remained. 

(and how.) oa 

In the parking lot of a supermarket (фот Ий HAM) 
We had beer we'd bought. 
Poured it 

On my shoes, and on the step 
just inside the car door 

The car, 

(Van, rather) 

smelled like beer. 

But, 

It was better than smelling like shit. 
We agreed 

and baptised the vehicle. 


I'd lost a toothbrush. Got a replacement. It was my 
brother's. He didn't need it anymore. O.K. after a while, I'd 
used it for a long time, ten times the amount he'd used it, in 
fact. Now was It ninety percent mine and ten percent his? 
or was It mine? This transcends possession. Eventually it will 
be entirely mine, and he will have only used it for a short 
time at the beginning of its career. 

dif». 
J 
If | scream for a long time, real real loudly, in fact, so 
loudly that | go deaf and can't hear myself scream 
anymore, am I really screaming? Do | make a noise? 


i am god-fearing 
and for good reason. 


EVIL 


Bought some napkins 
with American flags printed on them 
for the bathroom. 
» Ф Ф 
She sald 
“Live every day like it were your last." 
1 agreed 
and told her that | already did. 
"Really?" she asked. 
"Oh yeah,” | said, 
“That's why I have credit cards." 


| have a pimple оп my nose. 
(dead center) 


It proves the irue symmetry of nature. 
. e a 


The microwave bell has rung. Consumer 

i have soup cooking within. TN FORMATON: 
It, apparently, is finished. te 
The bell tells me this HE Р 
nevertheless m 
| will not go to it just yet. Teo 

1 am not a dog. 


PRopuct 
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PRICE 


Sust я 

May 18 
CHANGE. ý 
АМА... - 


The simple pleasure of holding one's breath and watching 
the head turn dark red is one that I'd forgotten. 


Leors tikë Time For some SVAKG IMPLANTS, 


1 was stoned and climbing up the side of a convalescent 
home with a sword in Los Angeles late at night. Met a few 
people on the way back. | like visiting my brother. 


7 LAMLazM Ra 
HOW TO OVERCOME AGE & INTELLECT: 


BEAT uP Д SMART OLD MAN... 


RRR 


NX WWW 


Nb 


WHAT FATE HAS IN STORE... 


^ 


“TPN 


Jobs, MARRIAGE Aho. PARENTHOOD. 


AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVES: 
livê INA SEWER, EAT ANYING You CAN GET 
YouR CLAWS ОМ... 


er. 


uc 


A shopping cart guy. | wonder if the guys whose Job it is to 
retrieve missing carts for supermarkets ever encounter 
people who live out of them. It might make for an e 
interesting confrontation. S 


METHODS oF INTENSITY: 


TAS А Е AR fon 
Viviséetion FoR TRIGAL SCARRING Bes 
Me Science Fain. AT Summer Camp 


Q: is тае Human Race Dome to A TRAGIC. FAURE, CouPLED with 


CONSTANT XN Sustices To ME WEAK, AND ENDING Hm THE id^ 
EXHAUSTIVE STRanGuLATION OF ITS сто SELF? kb 
A: ves, 


LE d 


How To BEComE Moré SPrRituaL 


SaciFicé youR, DAUGHTER ConfEss your Sing BE 
To INSURE ^ Good HARVEST. E -o me! amd 


4 818-701-1256 ) 3 


AMATEUR HEDGE Curring 
(Mtonyrousty,) 


I'm God's gag gift to women. 


SET YOUR SIGHTS ом SoMETHING. 


THE Moon 15 Fou. Av Y AM HUNGRY: | 


re P * 


7 Kept my nose fo the grindstone 


imi ra 1 
If you crash, 
don't burn. 


Sea cnc It cimos! woke her up. 


Just had a dream that my girlfriend was in the corner of 
my bedroom, and her face and arms were horribly burnt, 
in fact, featureless, but for bubbling charred flesh which she 
would pat with clublike stumps and motion toward her 
giant blackened lumpy head. I'd had fries and coffee 
before bed. 


HOW TO ACT LIKE YOU ARE UNDRUGGED: 


act tired. act thrilled by normal life. 


SOMETHING! WOULD APPRECIATE... 


IF бїл т HYIPEOvS Mowsters Exige To SAP 
AROUND OB voxiovs gum / oR. DRunk Guys, oR SYST 
THE Фогт THAT kim of DESERVED үү 


This cop lives next door to me, one of the motorcycle 
sort. This morning, | saw him leaving his house at ihe same 
time I was. He kissed his wife and baby, and rode off. His 
oed те DOM my Men in the shape of a gun and 

Shoot him. It looks like she i 
PEE اا‎ doesn't have a real 


There is a spider up on my wall. 

It suddenly flinched, fell a bit, or lost its balance. 
Н held on to its web on the ceiling. 

1 was glad. 

Not really happy for the spider. 

But thankful 

for it was above my laundry. 


THE VIRTUE OF WEIRD TASTE... 


NoBovy Ears Ate of me Macsowi MD Ravel h 
i = E A 
oi THE REFRE Beaws Mino wim MAY A TE , 


PA 
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WAYS TO BRING ABOUT URBAN JUSTICE... 


Quy ор Property in Beverry ИМ» Steot THE 
Амр SEL IT то BLACK Forks. ott Ro YoNAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT SORT. 


The idea of eating food, propigating a constant life 
organic cycle, makes me want їо end the process. Ever 
feel like a subject? That may be part of it. Seemes foul and 
primitive, yet more foolish, prolonging something unnatural. 
1 we truly lived in harmony with nature, we would die, and 
become a healthy, beneficial mulch. 
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If a plane crashes 

and fwo hundred people 

are aboard 

that means 

that there is a two percent chance 
that something bad happened. 
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Saw (old girlfriend) today. 

She had a few things to tell me: 

She recycled 

a lot of my old letters, 

our mutual friends 

don't feel that close to me anymore, 
and i probably have a sexually transmitted disease. : 
Even so, 

6 It was good to see her. 


qe ет ДЕЧ ex NR Go HS TIAS 
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If you play your cards right, ме 
you can win someone else's money. A 
"Turn on the T.V." if 
the man who was tatooing me said. ty 


She blows me Д, 
амау. : HS 
How could there be a term like housefly? 1 
She put her finger In my mouth and said, 


"Does this make you gag?" 
I said no. 


She put her finger а little bit farther back. ee 
| made a slight gagging noise. 12 
She withdrew her bloody finger. b 


М 
е 


Ала v re Y 


Maybe I'm the hungriest man in the world 
maybe I'm not 


0 


E HAE 
alc vad Bal E 
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What if they had a war and everyone came? 


Tuiwas то BE THANKFuL For: 


Tim Net (M THE X WAVE AL oF my 
ELECTR CHAIR. ARMS ad LEGS 


ФА 
No one і Regnant 
Wurm му (Нир. 


HAVEN'T Асаремтацу my CFE (р 
KILLED Anyone . is Ела. 


Tiines Te Avoip Dowe: 


Giving YouR ADDRESS 


VOMITING м TRAFFIC Coury 


Tv THE BiG SCHEME oF THweg... it'5 ALL A BiG SCHEME, 


Summer is here. This is reflected in ihe clothing of the 
people that come into the store where [ work. These 
women in tank tops and the equivalent mess me up. | feel 
just too much like a James Brown with no values. 


How To Ро A Geop JoB JwrekviEWw? 


Act As [C You wii FRerend You witu Claim THAT You 
WoRk арр AND wer — PASS ^ DRUG on HAVE HAD nay, 
STEAL offi SUPPLIES 


K Ж Mi ы 
Жы Test Кй OMER Sto 
MPLOYMENT. o ved a hase HAVE 
ол oO 


THINGS THAT Would BE ODD... 


GARGOYLES ON (wey LS 
Coming To Lire mo 
Irc go pui оссоРдетсд, 


Using cHicorey As Money. 


r 
vty 
У Room mN nid 
4 wet BE semaines” T 
exu is, aT Ай, 
б Tou NING Н 
EC eO ud 
iu. e A EE ж 


I've pissed about three times in ће last five minutes, and it 
feels like | still have to go. | jerked off before that. Drank a 
pot of coffee and one beer. My dick Is confused. 


I knew my father 

like the back of his hand. 
The winds of change 
carry gravel. 

In every one of us 

there is a werewolf 
waiting to be brought out 
by chemicals. 


PROVE You Dow'r 
NEED DRUGS, 


TRY To FLY. 


> Ф е 


There is а frying рап оп the stove 
in it, are beans. 

some, not many. 

| recognize them 

as sefried beans 

someone has fried them. 

What does this mean? 


NOS sa У: 
S SUNG Gee f 
SCARS Жы 
3 ریک‎ k 
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Throw off your chains. 
We need them elsewhere. 


Waiting for а bus. 

..Started going through alleys getting damn tired. Just 
wanted to sit down and take a catnap. Thought about 
sitting behind a trash dumpster. Wandering further behind 
these bulldings, behind an auto parts store, | saw a 
toolshed. perfect. unlocked. | could go In and sleep for 
hours unnoticed. 1 open the door... 

A burglar alarm sounds. | close the door. | think. I run 
around the comer and down the street a few feet. | duck 
Into the side yard of a house in a residential neighborhood. 
1 sit against someone's side fence, behind someone's 
hedge, monitoring my heartbeat. After what seemed like 
twenty minutes, the alarm stopped. | was glad that | shut 
the door. Nevertheless, a thousand ugly fantasies ran 
through my mind. here | was, dressed all In black, hiding 
next fo an attempted burglary. The police or the owner of 
the shed would never believe | wasn't trying to rob the 
place. | was just waiting for the flashlight to come around 
the comer and shine into my face, and for me to fo a world 
of useless explaining. 

Every nolse set me on edge. My mouth was dry. My 
entire chest wanted to burst. An air conditioner or some 
nearby machine kept tuming off and on, making tiny 'click" 
nolses, stopping and starting my heart. 

There was a dog behind the fence. After hearing him 
sniffing and noticing enough time had passed that 
evidence might seem less circumstantial, | fied. | took side 
streets, | woke many dogs, | made it to a 24-hour diner. 
Saw a cop there. Drank a whole lot of coffee and did not 
sleep that night. 


..1 should mention the possum. On top of a wall which I 
passed, inches away from my face, there was a giant 
white possum. | looked at him. He looked at me. He 
opened his mouth to reveal pointed teeth. He still sat there 
with his mouth open in a sort of grin and moved his face 
back and forth in a Stevie Wonder fashion. | touched his fur. 
He tumed to me with his freaky grin, threatening because 
of his teeth, but not threatening because of his lack of real 
response. He hissed. | did this a couple more timeg, 
surprised at this thing | was looking at which looked more 
like something Jim Henson would've put together. He 
squirmed into a hedge, and | moved on. 


[4 


WHY CAN'T T BE THE Guy Мно DECIDES WHo 
DoES AND VoESM'T СЕТ To BREATHE © 


xi à fi 
cct ail tat Bove ie o 

۷ ‘Ovi a 
it isn't that | don't like them “BECAUSE iT wilt 


they just lack something. Fhodaguy TAKE iT 
Fire, for example. QUEUE 


You are the sunshine 
in my eclipse. 


Was depressed 

drank a lot and passed out. 
It was Father's day. 

Paid homage to dad. 


| don't know what would bother me more 
knowing she is an unkind person 
or knowing that she dislikes me in particular. 


| saw a very old restored automobile. 
The license plate said "Horseless Carriage" 
Four people were pushing it. 


I was taking a piss at work. | was standing in front of the 
toilet and went to blow my nose with toilet paper. Left my 
cock hanging out of my fly. Almost forgot it was "out", and 
walked out of the bathroom into the rest of the record 
store. If would have been easy not fo notice my exposed 
dick, but that small chunk of flesh could have caused a 
good deal of commotion, for what it was, anyway. 


1 waved at her. 

She looked somewhat embarassed. 

This confused me. 

Was I using the wrong portion of my anatomy? 


The Devil, Satan, the old 
serpent is the prime mover 
behind the effort to bring this R 
system into existence. LEED fM vs 2 

N'T 


fo c 
KON L ! 
Sle c. M а UP NH MUN 
ты SCARY, y NECESSARY FoR — 
She said, «5 55 


i! che the way you shave your chest, il's so sexy." 
said, 
"What?" 


DRIVING: 


are signs on the freeway denoling organizalions that 
have "adopted" porlions of It. That seems kind of cool, in 
fact, I'm considering adopting a stretch of road and 
perhaps letting it fall into horrible disrepalr. Gaping chasms, 
broken glass, nails, wood, and dead animals will decorate 


my part. 


І saw a bumper sticker that said “Jesus loves уои" and it 
had a "happy face’ on it. | started to pay it no mind, but 
then realized that this ‘happy face’ as we know it, is not 
really a ‘happy face," but a picture! Who is the picture of? 
You guessed Н Jesus! We never really knew what the man 
looked like, did we? Well, now we do! it is a picture of Jesus 
himself in a subliminal attempt to elicit familiarity. It (he) is all 
over. All over! And no one has a problem with it. Well, my 
eyes are opened and I know the full story. Thank you and 
have a nice dav or aod bless vou. whichever. 


The smoking roomates 

The house is full of smoke. | don't smoke, do 1? Well, i'm 
breathing it in (ће smoke) And what is smoking, but that? 1 
should quit smoking. It's bad for me. It's bad for ail of us. 


aupra tau, ee wà 
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_ Jos Franke surrounded by admirers in a café. The glamour and attrac- 
tion of powerfully charismatic evil figures illuminates the psychology of the 


Devil. pis best loved character. Life isa Joke 


Life is a Joke 


eLife’s Black Blood VOL. 2 $1 

•Воар TO WAR... dires $4 
*the City $1 
•3 pamphlets (varied) $1 


*Toxic Comix #1 (minicomic) 
«Excuse me, сап I have my soul back? $1 
‘Brace Yourself... by T. Bishop $1 
by Dave Petretic; 
+516 PussyGirl Can't Fuck $1 
*it's cold in here #2 (Blast! interview) 754 


• Life is a Joke T-shirt Lẹ XL $10 
(Black,100% cotton, design from #4) 


e Life's Black Blood (varied coffee art) 75e 
‘Life is a Joke #4 (nothing is sacred) $1 


*Life is a Joke #5 (survival information) $1 
Life is a Joke #6 (art, religion, hate) $1 


‘Life Ів а Joke 7... $1 
» Life is a Joke #3 (nem) $1 


RESIDENT 
2268 Hawk, Simi Valley, CA 93065 
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Joe Franke 
Life is a Joke #4 (nothing is sacred) $1 
Life is a Joke #5 (survival Information) $1 
Life is a Joke #6 (art, religion, hate) $1 


3 pamphiets $1 
| Toxic Comix #1 (minicomic) 25¢ 
Excuse me, can | have my soul back? 
by T. Bishop $2 
516 PussyGin Can't Fuck 
byt Dave Petretic Ты 
| It's cold in here #2 (Biastl interview) 75¢ 
| Life is a Joke T-shirt L&XL $10 


(Black,100% cotton, design from #4) 
_ Soon- Life's Black Blood (varied coffee art) 754 


| All prices postpaid In the U.S. 


| RESIDENT 
| 2288 Hawk, Sim! Valley, CA 93065 
Lu ы Шынны. КОЕ 


